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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF DEVELOPMENT ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF 
MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16th of April 2026 

Present: Cllr Chrissie Geeson (Chair), Cllr S Daws (Committee), Cllr Edward Thompson (Committee)

In attendance: Sara Townsend-Cartwright (Planning and Projects Officer)
 
1. To receive and approve apologies.
Cllr Whitby sent Apologies. Accepted
Cllr Burrows sent Apologies. Accepted

2. Any declarations of disclosable pecuniary or local non-pecuniary interests
 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI): None declared.
 Local non-Pecuniary Interest (LNPI): None declared.

3. Actions from last meeting 
Ongoing or on the agenda. 

4. Public Forum To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda 
No members of the public were present

5. Transport
5.1 To note update on local transport matters, including bus routes and timetables, traffic, and road safety issues.
· Transport Update: Cllr Daws gave a verbal update. No changes to bus timetables planned for April. Parking issue at Gorseland School was discussed. It was decided that Sara Townsend-Cartwright would contact the school advising them to get in touch with MHHL to explore the possibility of using the Control Tower car park. Decision D2026/04a  
· Candidate streets for introducing 20mph limits were considered. Suggestions included whole of Martlesham Heath, Martlesham Retail Park, School Lane, Bealings Road. It was decided that this should be considered at a meeting of the Council. Sara Townsend-Cartwright will send out an email to full council requesting nominations, the list of nominations will be taken to Council for consideration. Decision D2026/04b  
· Community Speed Watch: Latest data from the community speedwatch was noted.
· It was noted that the costs for the Main Road active travel scheme are considerable above the available budget and Suffolk County Council are looking at how they can bring these costs down to keep the scheme within budget

5.2 To consider new transport consultations, works notices or public-sector updates.
· It was noted that Holly Weir has replaced Callum Poole at Suffolk County Council as Principle Transport Planner. It was agreed that Sara Townsend-Cartwright would set up a meeting with Holly to discuss active travel in Martlesham, Councillor Dawes and Sara Townsend-Cartwright will attend on behalf of the Parish Council. Decision D2026/04c  

6. Planning
6.1 To consider current pending planning applications 


DC/26/1014/FUL Single-storey extension to the Farmhouse, three new small dormers within roofscape of Farmhouse, a two-bay single-storey linked garage and associated landscaping works No Objections were raised

DC/25/4286/LBC Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations to provide a level access shower and accessible WC and wash hand basin. Works to include raising the internal floor level, and altering the existing cloakroom and bathroom to create the accessible shower room. No Objections were raised

DC/26/1235/TPO 1no. Oak (T1 on plan) - Prune branches over garden by 3 metres No Objections were raised, subject to our tree warden confirming the work is necessary

DC/26/1297/TPO 1no. Oak (T1 on plan) - Reduce lateral limbs by up to 4 metres that overhang the roof of the building 1no. Oak (T2 on plan) - Reduce lateral limbs by up to 4 metres that overhang the roof of the building 1no. Oak (T3 on plan) - Reduce to fence height No Objections were raised, subject to our tree warden confirming the work is necessary

6.2 To note the Combined Planning Report – Planning responses filed with ESC since the last meeting of the DETC Responses were noted.

 
6.3  To receive and note updates on local planning and development matters.

· Neighbourhood Plan Review: Sara Townsend-Cartwright provided a verbal update. Policy Review documents were discussed.
Quotes for planning support were considered. Sara Townsend-Cartwright to check none of the companies have any conflicts of interest in appointed to undertake the work. Quotes to be considered at Full Council.
· An update was provided on East Suffolk Local Plan Call For sites. Committee members were concerned about the scale of development that could potentially be brought forward in the area including our Neighbouring Parishes. The committee were concerned that housing development around the East of Ipswich could exceed infrastructure capacity and the capacity of the environment to absorb this level of growth. 
· NSIPS: update papers were noted. 

7. Environment

7.1 To receive updates on local built environment matters, including public spaces, projects, and community facilities.
· Sara Townsend-Cartwright provided an update on the QR codes on litter and dog bins project.

7.2 Any new Environmental consultations, planning policy updates, or public sector initiatives relevant to the Parish.

· It was agreed to nominate the Hastoe Housing Development in Martlesham for the East Suffolk Quality of Place – Community Award. Decision D2026/04d  

8. To consider social media and newsletter items
Portal Woods accepted as an ACV - provide update to the community, but keeping communications low-key while we are considering our purchase strategy.

9. Items for consideration at the next DETC meeting 

As there is a lot going on at the moment in between meetings, add these activities to action log for next meeting to keep councillors up-to-date on progress.

Date of next meeting: 17 June 2026.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 20:45.


		              	                  					                                     _____________________________
	  	 	 	 		               Chair, 6 May 2026.
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